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Husband-and-wife team Terry and Vanessa
Winters single-handedly transformed their 1,350
sq m plot from a neglected farmyard into a
romantic English garden that has been featured
In magazines around the world. Amazingly, the
couple, who run a design company in Winchester,
Hampshire, had never gardened before moving to
the property. LP spoke to Terry Winters about his
design inspiration and newly-awakened passion
for gardening.
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y wife Vanessa and | moved into our newly

converted barn in 1998. Back then, the

garden was a scrubby, barren wasteland as

it had been a working farm for 200 years.
We had no clue about gardening at all — our previous
home had just a postage stamp of a garden.

Faced with a blank canvas, we decided to plant a wild
flower meadow in the style of Dan Pearson. In the
summer of 1999 we had an absolutely beautiful array
of colour in the garden. It looked like something out
of a Monet painting. By the next year, however, the
flowers had all been choked out by weeds and it was a
bit of a mess.

In 2000, we visited the gardens at West Green House
designed by Marylyn Abbott, and fell in love. West
Green House has a quintessential English garden,
complete with topiary, herbaceous planting, box
borders and lollipop shapes.

We decided that our garden would be romantically
English with a modern twist. We designed around
the longest line of sight, with a seating area at the
far corner of the garden and a gate on the opposite
end. From there, we planted big trees to screen off
a derelict village hall, and put down our pathways,
hedges and borders.

Our garden ebbs and flows with the seasons - the end
of May is my favourite time of year, when it is lush and
green and full of promise. In April, the flowers bloom in
pastel shades, while in the autumn there’s a riot of hot,
tropical colours. Even in winter there’s still structure
and beauty to the garden, especially when it snows.

| love gardening because you can really get away from
all the stress and strain of everyday life. After five
minutes in my garden | get into the zone — it's like
a decompression chamber. Some of my favourite
gardens to visit include Sissinghurst in Kent, Hidcote
in Gloucestershire and Rousham in Oxfordshire, which
is one of the earliest examples of a natural landscape
garden. Even though it was designed in 1740, it's still
amazingly modern.

My advice to someone just starting out is to get as much
advice as possible from as many people as possible.
Before you begin, you have to understand the soil — get a
simple testing kit and research what you can grow. Draw
up a plan and make sure you have a good layout before
you start planting. A garden is really an extension of the
taste and personality of the owner.

The biggest trend at the moment is prairie planting by
designers like Piet Oudolf and Arne Maynard, which mixes
grasses in amongst perennials in big sweeping borders.
Another style that’s popular is a contemporary take on
the English cottage garden, which traditionally features
foxgloves, geraniums and delphiniums. Instead of a “one-
of-everything” approach, | love planting big drifts of a single
variety in a single the same colour — the effect is incredible.

After more than 12 years in our home, we're thinking of
moving on — we'd like to find somewhere with a bigger
garden. The good thing is that all of our work has added
a substantial amount to our property value. Of course,
we’ll continue to garden for the rest of our lives. It
really is an awakened passion for us. | think if you can
discover something that you're really passionate about,
it's a great thing to have in life. [
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A GARDEN IS REALLY AN EXTENSION OF THE
TASTE AND PERSONALITY OF THE OWNER.
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